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   Introduction 

The questions and concerns of ethics are as old as thinking itself. How should one live? Is 

there a right way to act? How can we establish what counts as right? What, if anything, is the 

connection between right action and reward or punishment? What does it mean to do 

wrong? How should we relate to others? What is the good life? Seeking to answer these 

questions rigorously and systematically constitutes what can be called moral philosophy. 

 

While these questions are literally ancient, the capitalist social relations of production, 

exchange, and reproduction that characterize the contemporary world are – as we will have 

the opportunity to see – very recent developments, historically speaking. As such, our class 

will seek to ask these questions anew in light of the specificity of contemporary global 

capitalism and neoliberal ideology. How does this capitalist context complicate or 

problematize classical conceptions of morality and ethics? How do capitalist relations of 

production and exchange transform and delimit the possibilities for the good life or right 

action? What would morality look like under capitalist conditions? What could count as 

ethical neoliberalism, or neoliberal wrongdoing? 

 

To take these questions seriously, our course will begin with classical approaches to the 

problems of moral and political philosophy (Plato, Aristotle). Subsequently we will consider 

the foundations, assumptions, and logics of classical liberalism and political economy 

(Locke, Hume, Smith, and Mill), and then ask after the stakes and logic of their immanent 

critique (Marx). In the second half of the course, we will first take up contemporary critical 

analyses that attempt to work out the interarticulated logics of capitalist exploitation, racism, 

and sexism (Dalla Costa, Fraser, Federici, Wilderson, Balibar, McClintock), and second 

diagnoses of contemporary neoliberalism both in terms of its ideology and as a functional 

apparatus of governance and control (Virno, Lazzarato, Deleuze). Throughout, the class will 

be reading and writing intensive. 

 

Every selection of problems, questions, and texts is necessarily incomplete. The selection of 

questions and texts that structures our class is no exception. Our course will move too 

quickly at times, and will be forced to leave some crucial issues out of the picture. This is a 

necessary consequence of the scarcity of our time together. Nevertheless, the aim of the 

class is to foster critical reading, writing, and thinking skills, to raise the possibility of ethics 



  Morejón | PHL 248 | Summer 2015 | 2 

in the contemporary world as a serious problem for thought and action, and to indicate 

some important conceptual trajectories for further reflection. 

 

This course is designed in keeping with the DePaul Philosophy Department’s stated learning 

outcomes, according to which we seek to train students who can:  

1. Critically discuss (via well-grounded arguments) philosophical issues and 

questions from the perspective of multiple methods, traditions and historical 

contexts. 

2. Evaluate philosophical issues, questions, and problems critically and analytically. 

3. Write an articulate and well-argued essay presenting philosophical positions in a 

way that addresses philosophical issues and questions. 

4. Formulate and evaluate their own understanding of a diverse range of 

philosophical problems, in both writing and discussion. 

5. Integrate a critical understanding of central philosophical ideas from the history 

of philosophy (broadly construed to include more than the Western traditions). 

 

 

   Course Requirements and Grading 

1. Attendance and participation. (15%) You are responsible for coming to class on 

time, prepared to contribute in ongoing discussions related to the thematic 

content of the texts assigned for reading. Simply showing up will not earn you 

full credit: you must participate regularly. 

2. Quizzes. (20%) Four short multiple-choice quizzes will be given, each worth five 

points. These are designed to evaluate your understanding of the basic themes 

and issues in the texts we are reading. Quizzes cannot be made up. 

3. Midterm paper. (25%) Your midterm paper will be 3-4 pages long (typed, double-

spaced, twelve-point Times New Roman or comparable serif font), and it will be 

due via dropbox submission on our D2L page on August 7, 2015. I will present 

you with a prompt for the paper a week before its deadline. No late papers will 

be accepted. 

4. Final paper. (40%) Your final paper for the course will be 7-8 pages long (typed, 

double-spaced, twelve-point Times New Roman or comparable serif font) and it 

will be due via dropbox submission on our D2L page one week after our last 

class (August 26, 2015). I will present you with several possible topics for your 

final papers; you will choose and write on one of them. Late papers will not be 

accepted. 
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   Texts 

This is the only required text for our class. It is available in the Lincoln Park campus 

bookstore, but you can acquire it by other means. 

 

Reflections on Commercial Life: An Anthology of Classic Texts from Plato to the Present. Ed. 

Patrick Murray. New York: Routledge, 1997. 

 

All other assigned readings will be available in PDF form in the Content section of our 

course’s D2L page. Bibliographical information for the texts from which these readings are 

excerpted is listed below. 

 

Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics. Trans. and ed. Roger Crisp. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2004. 

 

Balibar, Étienne. “Class Racism.” In Balibar, Étienne and Immanuel Wallerstein. Race, 

Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities. Trans. Chris Turner. New York: Verso, 2011. 

 

Dalla Costa, Mariarosa. “Capitalism and Reproduction.” In Open Marxism Volume III: 

Emancipating Marx. Ed. Werner Bonefeld, Richard Gunn, John Holloway and Kosmas 

Psychopedis. Trans. Julian Bees. Ann Arbor: Pluto Press, 1995. 

 

Deleuze, Gilles. “Postscript on the Societies of Control.” October 59 (Winter 1992): 3-7. 

Trans. Martin Joughin. 

 

Federici, Sylvia. “Why Sexuality is Work” and “War, Globalization and Reproduction.” 

In Revolution at Point Zero: Housework, Reproduction, and Feminist Struggle. Brooklyn: 

Autonomedia, 2012. 

 

Fraser, Nancy. “Feminism, Capitalism and the Cunning of History.” New Left Review 56 

(March-April 2009): 97-117. 

 

Lazzarato, Maurizio. “Understanding Debt as the Basis of Social Life.” In The Making of 

the Indebted Man: An Essay on the Neoliberal Condition. Trans. Joshua David Jordan. Los 

Angeles: Semiotext(e), 2012. 

 

Marx, Karl. Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume I. Trans. Ben Fowkes. New 

York: Penguin, 1976. 

 

McClintock, Anne. “Soft-Soaping Empire: Commodity Racism and Imperial 

Advertising.” In Imperial Leather. New York: Routledge, 1995. 

 

Virno, Paolo. “Post-Fordist Semblance.” SubStance 36:1 (2007): 42-46. Trans. Max 

Henninger. 
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Wilderson, Frank. “Gramsci’s Black Marx: Whither the Slave in Civil Society?” Social 

Identities 9:2 (2003): 225-240. 

 

 

  Class Schedule 

The following schedule for readings, assignment deadlines, and quizzes is subject to change. 

 

Week 1 

July 20  Plato, Republic, Books I-III (Reflections 39-69) 

July 22  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I (D2L) 

   Aristotle, Politics, Books I-II (Reflections 69-87) 

  Quiz 1 

  

 Week 2 

July 27  Locke, Second Treatise of Government (Reflections 133-147) 

  Hume, Essays Moral, Political, and Literary (Reflections 155-172) 

July 29  Smith, The Wealth of Nations (Reflections 173-205) 

Marx, Capital, Volume I (Reflections 253-270) 

Quiz 2 

 

 Week 3 

August 3 Marx, Capital, Volume I, Chapters 4-7 (D2L) 

August 5 Mill, Principles of Political Economy (Reflections 297-316) 

  Veblen, Theory of the Leisure Class (Reflections 317-333) 

  Quiz 3 

August 7 Midterm Paper Due 

 

 Week 4 

August 10 Dalla Costa, “Capitalism and Reproduction” (D2L) 

  Federici, “War, Globalization, and Reproduction” (D2L) 

August 12 Balibar, “Class Racism” (D2L) 

  McClintock, “Commodity Racism” (D2L) 

  Quiz 4 

 

 Week 5 

August 17 Fraser, “Feminism, Capitalism, and the Cunning of History” (D2L) 

  Wilderson, “Gramsci’s Black Marx” (D2L) 

August 19 Virno, “Post-Fordist Semblance” (D2L) 

  Lazzarato, “Debt as the Basis of Social Life” (D2L) 

  Deleuze, “Postscript on the Societies of Control” (D2L) 

August 26 Final Paper Due 
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  Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 

The DePaul University Undergraduate Student Handbook says the following with regard to 

plagiarism: 

 

“Plagiarism occurs when one uses words, ideas, or work products attributed to an 

identifiable source, without attributing the work to the source from which it was obtained, in 

a situation where there is a legitimate expectation of original authorship in order to obtain 

benefit, credit, or gain. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following: 

1. The direct copying of any source, such as written and verbal material, computer 

files, audio disks, video programs or musical scores, whether published or 

unpublished, in whole or part, without proper acknowledgement that it is 

someone else’s. 

2.  Copying of any source in whole or part without proper acknowledgment. 

a. This includes using others’ work, and; 

b. The reuse or repurposing of any previously submitted version of one’s own 

workproduct or data into a ‘new’ product without requesting permission 

from the current instructor (also known as ‘self-plagiarism’). 

3. Submitting as one’s own work a report, examination paper, computer file, lab 

report or other assignment that has been prepared by someone else. This 

includes research papers purchased from any other person or agency. 

4. The paraphrasing of another’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgement.” 

 

There is a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism in this class. Any instance of 

plagiarism will result in an automatic failure for the entire course. If you are unsure 

about how to cite a work, I will be more than happy to help you. 

 

 

   Classroom Rules 

Please be on time for class every day prepared to participate in ongoing discussions. Bring 

the assigned readings to class, having read them carefully. Please keep your phones on silent 

for the duration of the class session, and do not text. If you use a laptop to take notes in 

class, please do not abuse the privilege. 

 

Always be respectful toward all your fellow classmates, and always be attentive when they 

speak. The classroom is a complex space in which people of highly varying ethnic 

backgrounds, economic situations, genders, sexualities, abilities, ages, beliefs, and 

dispositions all come together to learn collectively. Be mindful of the way in which you 

interact with others, and know that you are responsible for helping to maintain an 

atmosphere for learning that is tolerant, respectful, and welcoming. 

 



  Morejón | PHL 248 | Summer 2015 | 6 

If you fail to adhere to these guidelines, I reserve the right to lower your participation grade. 

More serious consequences may result from repeated or egregious violations. 

 

 

   Student Resources 

DePaul University offers the following resources for students, which you may want to take 

advantage of in order to make the most of your experience here. 

 

DePaul University Center for Writing-Based Learning 

http://condor.depaul.edu/writing/ 

Lincoln Park: 802 W Belden, McGaw Hill, Room 150 

773 325 4272 

Loop: 25 E Jackson, Lewis Center 1600 

312 362 6726 

 

 Office of Multicultural Student Success 

http://offices.depal.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/omss.aspx 

2250 N Sheffield, Suite 304 

773 325 7325 

 

 Center for Students with Disabilities 

http://offices.depaul.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/csd.aspx 

Lincoln Park: 2250 N Sheffield, Room 370 

773 325 1677 

Loop: 25 E Jackson, Lewis Center 1420 

312 362 8002 

 

 

   Office Hours and Availability 

I hold regular office hours in the philosophy department, which is housed at 2352 N Clifton, 

on the Lincoln Park campus. I will announce my office hours in class. If that time does not 

work for you, I can always be reached via email, and we can set up an appointment for a 

better time. Finally, please know that our discussions need not be strictly limited to the 

material from our class. 


