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  Introduction 
What is technology? Is it a tool or a set of tools? But then who uses these tools, for what 

purpose, and what do they work on? Is it a medium? But then what is transmitted across that 

medium, by what and to whom? Is technology an interface? Is it diagrammatic, programmatic, 

or strategic? What are the relationships between technology, knowledge, and power? 

 

In this class we will ask these and related questions as we attempt to develop a philosophical 

understanding of technology. We will in general be less interested in the concept or history of 

the concept of technology, and more interested in the histories of technological exercise, the 

logic of technological functioning, and how technology enables renewed attention to 

longstanding social and ethical concerns. 

 

Thus, we will almost from the very beginning leave behind the question: ‘what is technology?’ 

in favor of more precise formulations: what are economic technologies? What are the 

technologies of race, or of gender? How does technology complicate questions of disability? 

How are technologies of governmental power exercised? What does technoscience make 

possible for our future? 

 

 

  Course Mechanics 
This details the course requirements and grading structure. 

1. Attendance and participation. (15 points) You are responsible for coming to class on time, 

prepared to contribute in ongoing discussions related to the thematic content of the 

texts assigned for reading. Simply showing up will not earn you full credit; you must 

participate regularly. You are allowed one unexcused absence during the quarter. 

2. Critical Reflections. (50 points) You will write five short (1-3 pages, double spaced, 12 

point font) reflections, each worth ten points. Reflections are due every other Sunday 

via online submission to the appropriate ‘Reflection’ dropbox folder on our class’s D2L 

page. In your reflection, you should: A. present the overall argument of the assigned 

reading as concisely as possible; B. remark on anything that you found to be particularly 

interesting, surprising, or problematic; and C. pose at least one critical question based 

on the reading. You should not try to summarize the entire reading (this will not be 
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possible in the allotted space); rather, you should use these as an opportunity to work 

out your thoughts about the arguments and claims being presented. 

3. Final Paper. (35 points) Your final paper for the class will be 6-8 pages long (typed, 

double-spaced Times New Roman or comparable serif font) and will be due via online 

submission to the ‘Final Paper’ dropbox folder on our course’s D2L page the Friday after 

our final class. In the paper you will develop and defend a clear thesis with textual 

support. I will present you with several possible topics for your papers, of which you 

will choose one. No late papers will be accepted. 

 

 

 Class Schedule 
The following schedule of classes and assignments is subject to change. All readings will be 

available as PDF files on our course’s D2L page. 

 

Mon, March 28 Syllabus and Introduction 

Wed, March 30 --  

 

Sun, April 3  Reflection 1 due 

Mon, April 4  Karl Marx, “Fragment on Machines” 

Wed, April 6  Shulamith Firestone, “The Two Modes of Cultural History” 

 

Mon, April 11  Michel Foucault, “The Political Technology of Individuals” 

Wed, April 13  Pierre Lévy, “The Invention of the Computer” 

 

Sun, April 17  Reflection 2 due 

Mon, April 18  Sadie Plant, “The Future Looms: Weaving Women and Cyberspace” 

Wed, April 20  Donna Haraway, “A Manifesto for Cyborgs” 

 

Mon, April 25  Donna Haraway, “The Biopolitics of Postmodern Bodies” 

Wed, April 27  Gilles Deleuze, “Postscript on the Societies of Control” / Ron Eglash,  

“Oppositional Technophilia” 

 

Sun, May 1  Reflection 3 due 

Mon, May 2  Anne Balsamo, “The Role of the Body in Feminist Cultural Studies of  

Science and Technology” 

Wed, May 4  Judith Halberstam, “Automating Gender: Postmodern Feminism in the  

Age of the Intelligent Machine” 
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Mon, May 9  Dean Spade, “Administrating Gender” 

Wed, May 11  Rosi Braidiotti, “Feminist epistemology after postmodernism: 

critiquing science, technology, and globalization” 

 

Sun, May 15  Reflection 4 due 

Mon, May 16  Karen Barad, “Getting Real: Technoscientific Practices and the  

Materialization of Reality” 

Wed, May 18  Michelle M. Wright, “Racism, Technology, and the Limits of  

Western Knowledge” 

 

Mon, May 23  Jonathan Xavier Inda, “Anti-Citizenship Technologies and the  

Regulation of the Border” 

Wed, May 25  Vivian Sobchak, “Beating the Meat/Surviving the Text, or How to  

Get Out of This Century Alive” 

 

Sun, May 29  Reflection 5 due 

Mon, May 30  Jasbir Puar, “‘I would rather be a cyborg than a goddess’: Becoming- 

Intersectional in Assemblage Theory” 

Wed, June 1  Laboria Cuboniks, “Xenofeminism: A Politics For Alienation” 

 

Mon, June 6 Kodwo Eshun, “Operating System for the Redesign of Sonic Reality” / 

“Synthesizing the Omniverse” 

Wed, June 8  Ron Eglash and Julian Bleeker, “The Race for Cyberspace: Information  

Technology in the Black Diaspora” 

 

Fri, June 17  Final Paper due 

 

 

 Classroom Rules 
Please come to class on time. Bring the assigned readings with you, having read them carefully 

and prepared for discussion. Please have your phones set to silent for the duration of the 

session, and do not text. Please do not abuse the privilege of using a laptop to take notes during 

class. Always be respectful toward all your fellow classmates, attentive when they speak, and 

charitable in interpreting and responding to their stated positions. 

 

The classroom is a complex space in which people of diverse ethnic backgrounds, economic 

situations, genders, sexualities, abilities, ages, beliefs, and dispositions all come together to 

learn collectively. Be mindful of the way in which you interact with others, and know that you 

are responsible for helping to maintain an atmosphere for learning which is respectful and 
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welcoming. If you fail to adhere to these guidelines, I reserve the right to lower your 

participation grade. 

 

 

 Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 
The DePaul University Undergraduate Student Handbook says the following with regard to 

plagiarism: 

 

“Plagiarism occurs when one uses words, ideas, or work products attributed to an identifiable 

source, without attributing the work to the source from which it was obtained, in a situation 

where there is a legitimate expectation of original authorship in order to obtain benefit, 

credit, or gain. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following: 

1. The direct copying of any source, such as written and verbal material, computer files, 

audio disks, video programs or musical scores, whether published or unpublished, in 

whole or part, without proper acknowledgement that it is someone else’s. 

2. Copying of any source in whole or part without proper acknowledgement. 

a. This includes using others’ work, and 

b. The reuse or repurposing of any previously submitted version of one’s own 

workproduct or data into a ‘new’ product without requesting permission from 

the current instructor (also known as ‘self-plagiarism’). 

3. Submitting as one’s own work a report, examination paper, computer file, lab report 

or other assignment that has been prepared by someone else. This includes research 

papers purchased from any other person or agency. 

4. The paraphrasing of another’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgement.” 

 

There is a ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY FOR PLAGIARISM in this class. Any instance 

of plagiarism will result in an AUTOMATIC FAILURE FOR THE ENTIRE COURSE. 

Plagiarism is intellectually dishonest, insulting to your peers and instructors, and detrimental 

to your own development as a thinker. Its occurrence is also, I assure you, always 

immediately obvious. If you are unsure about how to cite a work, I will be more than happy 

to provide you with assistance. 
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 Student Resources 
DePaul University offers the following resources for students, which you may want to take 

advantage of in order to make the most of your experience here. 

 

DePaul Writing Center 

 http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/ 

 Lincoln Park Office: 802 W Belden, McGaw Hall, Room 150 

 Phone: 773.325.4272 

 

Office of Students with Disabilities 

 http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/studentswithdisabilities/index.html 

 Lincoln Park Office: 2250 N Sheffield, Room 307 

 Phone: 773.325.7290 

 

PLuS (provides services for students diagnosed with learning disabilities or attention deficit 

disorders) 

 http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/plus/index.asp 

 Lincoln Park Office: 2320 N Kenmore, SAC, Room 220 

 Phone: 773.325.1677 

 

 

 Office Hours and Availability 
I hold regular office hours in the philosophy department, which is housed at 2352 N Clifton 

Ave on the Lincoln Park campus. I will announce my office hours in class. I can also always 

be reached via email, and we can set up an appointment if those times do not work for you. 

In addition, note that our discussions need not be strictly limited to the themes or material in 

our class. 

http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/
http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/studentswithdisabilities/index.html
http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/plus/index.asp

