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Introduction 
Ethics is the systematic reflection on the practical question of what we should do and why. Ethical 
actions or practices line up, in their guiding principles or outcomes, with what this reflection 
teaches. Businesses are organizations whose main principle is that of securing a profit, typically 
by the provision of goods or services. This course constitutes an introduction to the complicated 
question of whether and how—to what extent and under what conditions—business practices 
can be considered ethical; this is also to ask what, if any, moral obligations or ethical 
responsibilities businesses may have. 
 
To this end, we will begin with a survey of the major approaches to ethical theory in the 
western philosophical tradition: virtue ethics, utilitarianism, and deontology. We will then 
spend the remainder of the course considering aspects of contemporary capitalism relevant for 
ethical questions, focusing on inequality, wage-labor, debt, urbanism, and the environment. 
 
This course is designed in accordance with the DePaul Philosophy Department’s stated learning 
outcomes; it is reading- and writing-intensive. 
 
 

Course Schedule 
The following schedule of classes and assignments is provisional and subject to change. 
 
 1. Jan 8. Introduction and Syllabus 
I. Ethical Theories 

a. Virtue Ethics  
2. Jan 10. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I (pgs. 3-22) 
3. Jan 15. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book II (pgs. 23-36) and IV.1-2 (pgs. 59-66) 
4. Jan 17. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Book V (pgs. 79-100) 
  Quiz 1 

b. Utilitarianism  
5. Jan 22. Mill, Utilitarianism, I-II (pgs. 115-139) 
6. Jan 24. Mill, Utilitarianism, III-IV (pgs. 140-154) 
7. Jan 29. Mill, Utilitarianism, V (pgs. 155-177) 
  Paper 1 Due  

c. Deontology 
8. Jan 31. Kant, Groundwork, Preface and First Section (pgs. 1-18) 
  Quiz 2 
9. Feb 5. Kant, Groundwork, Second Section (pgs. 19-48) 
10. Feb 7 Kant, Groundwork, Third Section (pgs. 49-62) 

II. Aspects of Capitalism 
a. Inequality and Wage-Labor 

11. Feb 12. Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Part II, pgs. 109-123 



12. Feb 14. Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality, Part II, pgs. 123-137 
  Quiz 3 
13. Feb 19. Marx, ‘Wage-Labour and Capital’, pgs. 203-217 

b.  The Future and Debt  
14. Feb 21. Kavka, ‘The Paradox of Future Individuals’ 
15. Feb 26. Lazzarato, ‘The American University’, pgs. 61-90 
  Paper 2 Due 
16. Feb 28. Federici, ‘Reproduction and Feminist Struggle’ and ‘War, Globalization,  

and Reproduction’, pgs. 65-84 
Quiz 4 

c. Cities and Ecology 
17. Mar 5. Davis, ‘Illusions of Self-Help’, pgs. 70-94 
18. Mar 7. Davis, ‘Slum Ecology’, pgs. 130-150 
19. Mar 12. Klein, ‘Hot Money’, pgs. 56-83 
20. Mar 13. Klein, ‘No Messiahs’, pgs. 199-220 

   Quiz 5 
 
 March 24 Final Paper Due 
 
 

Texts 
These are the texts required for our course. Some of these texts will be available as PDFs in the 
Content page of our course’s D2L site. All of the texts that you must purchase will be available 
in the university bookstore; you may acquire them by other means if you prefer. If you choose 
to go that route, I recommend getting the exact editions listed here, so that we will all literally 
be on the same page. 
 

 Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Roger Crisp, New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2014.  

 Davis, Mike. Planet of Slums, New York: Verso, 2007. [Readings available as PDF.] 

 Federici, Silvia. Revolution at Point Zero: Housework, Reproduction, and Feminist Struggle. 
Oakland: PM Press, 2012. [Readings available as PDF.] 

 Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals, trans. James W. Ellington, 
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1993. 

 Kavka, Gregory S. “The Paradox of Future Individuals.” Philosophy & Public Affairs 11:2 
(1982): 93-112. [Reading available as PDF.] 

 Klein, Naomi. This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate, New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2015. 

 Lazzarato, Mauricio. Governing by Debt, trans. Joshua David Jordan, New York: Semiotext€, 
2015. [Readings available as PDF.] 

 Marx, Karl. The Marx-Engels Reader (2nd Edition), ed. Robert C. Tucker, New York: W. W. 
Norton & Company, 1986. [Reading available as PDF.] 

 Mill, John Stuart. On Liberty, Utilitarianism, and Other Essays, eds. Mark Philp and Frederick 
Rosen, New York: Oxford World’s Classics, 2015. 

 Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. A Discourse on Inequality, trans. Maurice Cranston, New York: 
Penguin Publishing, 1985. 

 



Course Mechanics 

1. Attendance and Participation (10%). You must come to each class having read the assigned 
materials and prepared to regularly participate in ongoing discussions to whatever 
extent you are physically and mentally capable. You will not receive full credit simply 
for showing up; active participation is mandatory. 

2. Quizzes (20%). Five quizzes, each worth five points, will be administered throughout the 
quarter at the beginning of classes (see the above schedule for dates). Each quiz is in 
multiple-choice format and is designed to ensure that you are keeping up with the 
readings. The quiz will be on the text that you have read for that same class. Your lowest 
quiz grade will be dropped. 

3. Explanatory papers (40%). Two explanatory papers, each worth twenty points, will be due 
on January 29th and February 26th. They must be both submitted to the appropriate 
dropbox folder of our course’s D2L page and physically handed in to me at the 
beginning of class. Each paper will be 2-3 pages long (approximately 400 to 600 words); 
in it you will explain how a specific argument from one of the texts we have read works. 
I will provide you with prompts at least one week prior to the paper’s due date. 

4. Final paper (30%). One final paper, worth thirty points, will be due on Sunday, March 
24th, by online submission to the appropriate dropbox folder of our course’s D2L page. 
The paper should be 5-7 pages long (approximately 1300 to 1800 words). Several weeks 
before the deadline, I will provide you with a number of detailed prompts. 

 
Late papers will not be accepted unless I explicitly grant you an extension in advance, and 
quizzes cannot be made up. 
 
 

Classroom Rules 
Please come to class on time. Bring the assigned readings with you, having read them carefully 
and prepared for discussion. Please have your phones set to silent for the duration of our 
session and refrain from texting. Laptops may be used for taking notes, but please do not abuse 
that privilege. 
 
Always be respectful toward all your fellow classmates, attentive when they speak, and 
charitable in interpreting and responding to their stated positions. The classroom is a complex 
space in which people of diverse ethnic backgrounds, economic situations, genders, sexualities, 
abilities, ages, and beliefs come together to learn collectively. 
 
Be mindful of the way in which you interact with others, and know that you are responsible for 
helping to maintain an atmosphere for learning that is respectful and welcoming. If you fail to 
adhere to these guidelines, I reserve the right to lower your participation grade. 
 
 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 
The DePaul University Undergradeuate Student Handbook explicitly prohibits plagiarism. This 
includes directly copying any source without proper acknowledgment, copying any source 
with minor alterations without proper acknowledgment, submitting as your own work the 
efforts of another person, and paraphrasing another’s work without proper acknowledgment. 



I have a non-negotiable zero tolerance policy for plagiarism in this class. Any instance of 
plagiarism will result in an automatic failure for the entire course. I am being honest with you 
when I say that nobody ever gets away with plagiarism; please don’t even try. 
 
If you think you will be unable to make a paper’s deadline, you are much better off contacting 
me and requesting an extension than trying to plagiarize your way to a completed assignment. 
If you don’t know how to cite a work, I will be happy to help you. 
 
 

Student Resources 
DePaul University offers many resources for students that you may want to take advantage of. 
This list is not exhaustive. 
 

 DePaul University Center for Writing-Based Learning 
Schmitt Academic Center, Room 212; 773-325-4272 

 DePaul Office of Multicultural Student Success 
Student Center, Suite 304; 773-325-7325 

 DePaul Center for Students with Disabilities 
Student Center, Room 370; 773-325-1677 

 
 

Office Hours and Availability 
I hold regular office hours in the philosophy department: 2352 N Clifton Ave, Room 150.28. I 
will be in my office between 11:30 and 2:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and I am also generally 
available on Mondays and Wednesdays by appointment. 
 
Please know that our discussions in office hours do not need to be strictly limited to the themes 
or material from our class; you have a standing offer to speak with me about any issues you 
may be having, or any ideas you would like to discuss. 

https://condor.depaul.edu/writing/
https://offices.depaul.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/omss.aspx
https://offices.depaul.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/csd.aspx

